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Washington to discuss how they run ca-
reer and technical education and work-
force development programs in their
communities.

I am incredibly honored to have Joe
Luther, from the Central Pennsylvania
Institute of Science and Technology lo-
cated in Pleasant Gap, Centre County,
Pennsylvania, be there. Mr. Luther is
the horticulture and landscaping in-
structor at CPI. He is well loved by his
students and has received numerous ac-
colades for his performance in the
classroom.

In 2014, Mr. Luther was named the
ACTE New Career and Technical Edu-
cation Teacher of the Year for Pennsyl-
vania. In December, he was awarded
the National Career and Technical
Education Teacher of the Year from
NOCTI, which is presented annually to
recognize career and technical edu-
cation teachers for their outstanding
service.

I visited Mr. Luther in his classroom
at CPI and out in the community,
where his students routinely work on
projects or participate in competitions.
In January, Mr. Luther’s landscaping
students secured their fourth consecu-
tive first place win at the Pennsylvania
Farm Show as a part of the agricul-
tural education landscape exhibits.

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania Farm
Show is the Nation’s largest indoor ag-
riculture event, and the CPI students
beat a total of seven other schools to
take the top prize for their exhibit. I
know these students are talented, and
it is their teacher, Mr. Luther, who
truly inspires them to reach great
heights. Through his hands-on instruc-
tion, Mr. Luther affords students in his
classroom the ability to design, build,
and maintain their landscaping
projects. He lets them interact with
customers and discuss real trans-
actions. He brings real-life scenarios
into the classroom at every oppor-
tunity to show students what their fu-
tures can be like in the workforce.

I look forward to having Mr. Luther
here in Washington for tomorrow’s In-
novation Forum and Showcase. I know
that, because of dedicated teachers like
him, scores of students will be set on a
path to success in life through career
and technical education programs.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to all the
innovators who will participate tomor-
row to share with Congress and the
public how they are addressing the Na-
tion’s education and workforce devel-
opment challenges. As co-chair of the
bipartisan House Career and Technical
Education Caucus and a consistent ad-
vocate for high-quality career and
technical education, I know these pro-
grams not only shape the future of our
Nation’s youth, but will be the founda-
tion for a new era of economic growth
in the United States. And the future
looks bright.

Mr. Speaker, on a related note, I was
thankful to the Senate last evening,
which passed my legislation which al-
ready passed out of this body almost a
year ago, H.R. 2353, the Strengthening
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Career and Technical Education for the
21st Century Act. I look forward to
ironing out just a few minor dif-
ferences, some good refinements that
the Senate made, and we will see about
getting that to the President’s desk,
quite frankly, providing greater access
to more effective, skills-based edu-
cation for all Americans seeking the
American Dream of opportunity.

———

WORKFORCE CHALLENGES ON
GUAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Guam Tem-
porary Workforce Act. A near 100 per-
cent denial of temporary H-2B peti-
tions on Guam has hindered our is-
land’s ability to grow the economy and
provide affordable and timely services
for our civilian population.

While our community fully supports
providing job opportunities and career
advancement for those already living
on Guam, we do not have the popu-
lation or the organic workforce to fill
the labor demands of our island. Local
companies have tried to recruit from
other territories and mainland United
States, all to no avail.

I am pleased that we made some
progress in alleviating these workforce
challenges in the defense bill that we
are considering this week, but, Mr.
Speaker, we need to do more. The
Guam Temporary Workforce Act would
make sure that local labor needs are
met by giving the Governor of Guam
more input in temporary labor need de-
terminations. Specifically, it would
allow him to certify the temporary
needs of Guam’s civilian labor market
while safeguarding the local economy
from overreliance on temporary work-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this very, very important measure
and to support our island economy.

———————

TRILATERAL ALLIANCE OF GEOR-
GIA, UKRAINE, AND MOLDOVA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our
friends in Moldova, Ukraine, and Geor-
gia are facing major threats to their
sovereignty from the Russian bear.
These young democracies are striving
to build peaceful, civil societies and ef-
fective governing institutions after
decades of Soviet tyranny. Yet Vladi-
mir Putin, the Napoleon of Siberia, re-
fuses to accept their independence and
sovereign rights as free nations.

For years, Russian troops have occu-
pied each of these nations and incited
violence within the borders. Moscow
has used corruption and coercion to un-
dermine the rule of law in democratic
institutions of each of these nations.
Putin continues to use cyber warfare
against each of these nations.
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We, as leaders of the free world and
guarantors of the international, rules-
based order, have a duty to stand by
these sovereign states. In some cases,
Mr. Speaker, we have signed pledges to
do so.

Their struggle for freedom is not
some distant battle that does not con-
cern our well-being. Their fight for
self-determination is a battle for the
global order and the survival of democ-
racy in the face of foreign tyranny,
specifically Putin’s tyranny.

Nations and the people they rep-
resent have the sole right to determine
their own fates. Foreign bullies like
Putin should not threaten or dictate
their way of life or the futures of those
children.

If we allow Russia to so blatantly
break international law, particularly
the fundamentals of sovereignty and
territorial integrity, where will it end?
When will the Russian bear march in
the streets of some other friend, a
NATO ally, perhaps?

We must recognize their courage in
the face of such a daunting challenge
and send a message to the Kremlin
that we stand with our Eastern Euro-
pean friends on their quest to be a free
nation and more integrated into the
West. That is why I have introduced H.
Res. 955, to affirm U.S. support to the
nations of Ukraine, Georgia, and
Moldova in their effort to retain polit-
ical sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity.

I am joined in sponsoring this impor-
tant bipartisan resolution by Georgia
Caucus co-chair, Representative CON-
NOLLY from Virginia; as well as the co-
chairs of the Moldova Caucus, Rep-
resentative OLSON from Texas and Rep-
resentative PRICE from North Carolina;
and the co-chairs of the congressional
Ukrainian Caucus, Representatives
KAPTUR of Ohio, HARRIS of Maryland,
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania, and
LEVIN of Michigan.

Our resolution reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to support
the democratically elected govern-
ments of these three nations. It con-
demns Russia’s violation of the Buda-
pest Memorandum, a commitment it
made in 1994 to ensure the independ-
ence and territorial integrity of
Ukraine.

Putin has lied. He lied in his commit-
ment. Our legislation calls for the im-
mediate and complete withdrawal of
all Russian military and security per-
sonnel and equipment from the nations
of Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova. It
calls for Moscow to end its desta-
bilizing activities in all regions of
these three countries. It commends the
ongoing trilateral cooperation between
the Governments of Ukraine, Georgia,
and Moldova to confront Russia’s de-
stabilizing activity, and it voices our
support for U.S. assistance to these
three nations, assistance that
strengthens their capacity to resist
Russia’s aggression.
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The resolution calls on all free na-
tions of Hurope, the United Nations,
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and international partners to continue
to apply pressure on the totalitarian
state of Russia to uphold its obliga-
tions, and it reaffirms U.S. support for
these three nations integrating into
the European Union.

This implies that Georgia, Ukraine,
and Moldova must also meet their obli-
gations under EU association agree-
ments to commit first and foremost to
meaningful progress on economic re-
forms, strengthening democratic insti-
tutions, combating corruption, build-
ing independent judicial systems, and
holding to the rule of law.

This resolution marks our shared
commitment to democracy in these
great countries to be united to stand
against Putin’s aggression.

Freedom-loving countries must stop
the Russian bear and Putin’s desire to
be czar of a new Putinland. As John F.
Kennedy said many years ago: ‘‘Let
every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any
price, bear any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe
to assure the survival and success of
liberty.”

And that is just the way it is.

———

UNDERMINING INSURANCE IN THE
MARKETPLACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I want
to speak about a brave young woman,
an Arizonan named Vanessa Ramirez.

When she was just 23 years old,
Vanessa received a devastating diag-
nosis. Doctors told her that she had
ovarian cancer, yet Vanessa refused to
put her dreams on hold. She somehow
managed to fit in chemotherapy ses-
sions between her classes at Arizona
State.

Eventually, Vanessa pulled through.
She beat cancer, and, today, she has
two happy, healthy kids.

Vanessa has overcome a lot in her
young life, but thanks to the Afford-
able Care Act, there is one challenge
she won’t be forced to endure: going
without health insurance.

Despite her preexisting condition,
Vanessa was able to purchase an af-
fordable plan through the ObamaCare
marketplace. Her children are also cov-
ered under KidsCare, our State’s Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. How-
ever, if Donald Trump gets his way,
Vanessa’s story soon could take a sad
turn.

Having abolished the individual man-
date, Republican State attorneys gen-
eral, backed by President Trump, are
now arguing in court that rules prohib-
iting insurers from charging higher
rates on the basis of a preexisting con-
dition or even denying coverage com-
pletely should be ruled unconstitu-
tional.

The mandate is so central to
ObamaCare, Republicans claim that,
without it, the courts should simply
throw out the whole Affordable Care
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Act altogether. Their arguments are
clearly baseless. But if Republicans
succeed, millions of Americans like
Vanessa could quickly lose their cov-
erage.

Of course, that is not all the Trump
administration is doing to undermine
the Affordable Care Act. President
Trump blocked cost-sharing reduction
payments to insurers, sending shock
waves of uncertainty through insur-
ance markets across the Nation and
raising costs for consumers in pre-
miums. Trump also cut open-enroll-
ment periods and slashed funding to
help Americans sign up for insurance.

Trump and the GOP don’t care about
the people they are hurting. His only
objective is to erase the legacy of his
predecessor.

Mr. Speaker, no issue crystalizes the
differences between our two political
parties like this one. Democrats don’t
think your insurance company should
be allowed to drop you because you get
sick. Democrats don’t believe you
should go bankrupt and lose your home
simply because you get in an accident.
Democrats are committed to the belief
that healthcare is a right, not a privi-
lege, for every single American.

On the other hand, Republicans want
to turn back the clock to a time when
a minor diagnosis could lead to the loss
of coverage, when young people were
kicked off their parents’ plan as soon
as they turned 18, when simply being a
woman somehow qualified as a pre-
existing condition. That is not right.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans couldn’t
repeal the Affordable Care Act in Con-
gress. Now they are just trying to sabo-
tage it from the White House, and mil-
lions of Americans, like Vanessa Rami-
rez, could lose access to lifesaving care
as a result. We can’t allow that to hap-
pen.

——————

HONORING DAVID ALEXANDER
HOGUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor and privilege to recognize a true
American, David Alexander Hogue.
David is the son of Grady and Dovie
Hogue, born in 1946 in Blacksburg,
South Carolina. He attended
Blacksburg public schools and was
elected president of his high school
senior class.

He then enrolled at the University of
South Carolina School of Pharmacy,
where he graduated in 1970. After work-
ing in a drugstore in York, South Caro-
lina, and Cherokee drug store in
Gaffney, South Carolina, he returned
to Blacksburg, where he became the
owner of Iron City Pharmacy, which
was a 7b-year-old business.

Among his many accomplishments,
he formed the Iron City Band where he
played piano and toured the entire
Southeast with his band. As a member
of the Blacksburg First Baptist
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Church, he was a member of the choir;
he was a deacon; he was a trustee; and
he was chairman of his Sunday school
class.

In 1989, David entered the political
arena, where he was elected to the
Blacksburg City Council, where he was
appointed mayor pro tempore. He was
then appointed mayor by then-Gov-
ernor Carroll Campbell after his prede-
cessor was removed from office, and he
won a special election for mayor in
June of 1990, where he has served hon-
orably for the last 28 years.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recog-
nize, in the 115th session of Congress, a
true American, David Alexander
Hogue.

————

RESHAPE TRADE DEALS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, on the
important economic challenge of re-
negotiating NAFTA, once again, the
Trump administration is leading us
down a chaotic and unstable path. Our
Nation must fix bad trade deals to cre-
ate good jobs and stop the wage race to
the bottom.

President Trump is taking a ‘‘shoot
first, ask questions later’ approach. It
reminds me of his recent backward
walk of words diminishing our NATO
allies and his brash capitulating per-
formance in Helsinki.

Closer to home, our continent has a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to re-
shape our trade deals that have re-
sulted in lowered wages for the Amer-
ican people. Starting with NAFTA, we
must re-create agreements that raise
wages and lift up workers in our Na-
tion and across the world.

Current trade deals exact huge prof-
its for transnational companies that
outsource jobs but continue the race to
the bottom on wages for workers. So
far, Trump’s unsteady actions on trade
just create more chaos, with businesses
putting hiring plans on hold or scaling
back whole projects because of their
confusion about tariffs. Is his trade
rhetoric producing a good outcome for
the American people or is it just con-
tinuing the red ink of worse trade defi-
cits, suppressed wages, and rising costs
for consumers?

According to the PayScale Index, the
paychecks of working Americans have
fallen 1.4 percent just since 2017 when
you adjust for the rising costs of essen-
tials 1like healthcare, prescription
drugs, gas, and groceries. In fact, wages
have fallen, actually, 9.3 percent since
2006, as costs go up and up and up but
wages stay flat or go down for so many
families.

This is not what the American people
were promised. They were promised
bigger paychecks, more reshoring of
jobs—remember Carrier in Indiana—
better trade deals, and a President who
was on their side. So far, we have just
unfulfilled promises and confusion.

NAFTA negotiations press on, but
there is concern President Trump will
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